Tuberculosis and the Nursing Service
and in carrying out of special forms of treatment. One important
duty for which the nurse is responsible is to supervise the cleanli"
ness and ventilation of the clinic, and to see that facilities for the
collection and destruction of the sputum and infected material
are efficiently provided and maintained. The nurse has also the
opportunity of advising and instructing the patient in matters
relating to his own health and to the prevention of infection in
the home. One important duty in this latter connexion is to
persuade and arrange for contacts to present themselves for
examination at the clinic. By the use of tactful persuasion and
by simple explanation as to the preventive necessity for such
examination the objections which may be raised can frequently
be overruled by an intelligent nurse.
Apart from efforts at securing the routine examination of
contacts the nurse should in her association with existing cases
of the disease be on the outlook for suspected cases or undetected
clinical cases, as, for instance, a person with hoarseness of voice
or who has a chronic cough. This requires the development
and constant use of her powers of observation and knowledge
of the family history. The object of this is to facilitate the detec/
tion of early or masked cases of clinical infection. The co'ordi'
nation of dispensary dudes with supervision of the family unit
is more difficult to carry out in rural districts. Patients who visit
a rural clinic may come from a district which is served by a
nurse who has no connexion with the clinic. To secure necessary
co-ordination it is important to get into touch with the nurse
of the district in which the patient resides through the medium
of the central office or clinic.
NURSING IN HOSPITAL AND SANATORIUM.
The standard of nursing in institutions for the treatment of
tuberculosis approaches that of a specialized service. The de/
velopment within recent years of more radical forms of treatment
and the evolution of the sanatorium along hospital lines have
necessitated the employment of a trained and more experienced
personnel. The nursing service in the hospital sanatorium has,
therefore, to be organized on hospital lines with a sister responsible
for a recognized number of patients and having under her staff
nurses and assistant nurses; an adequate night staff according to
the number of patients is also essential.
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